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But here, as in the parody on Mason's Ode to William
Pitt, the satire is two-edged; there are cuts at the author
parodied ('be mine the BUTT OF SACK'), and at Georgian
politicians as well. In one of the pieces. The Westminster
Guide, it does not seem, indeed, as though the parody
on Anstey's New Bath Guide was intended to contain any
sting. The venom is reserved for the politicians, to the
correcting of whom Anstey receives a quite friendly
invitation. But there is a malicious allusion to Anstey
in Mason's Epistle to Dr. Shebbeare, where he is accused
of being too feeble to crun two heats of wit'.
It is due to most of the authors mentioned above to
say that their personal quarrels involved some aesthetic,
or other principle. Peter Pindar* was a convinced anti-
Hanoverian; and Mason, whose artistic knowledge was
considerable, and who took etastes under his especial
protection (v. The English Garden), may be credited with
a bonafide abhorrence of Sir William Chambers's archi-
tectural essays in Chinoiserie (An Heroic Epistle to Sir
William Chambers). Cawthorne, indeed, except for an
allusion to 'expense and Vanbrugh, vanity and show',
avoids naming any culpable persons in his Essay on
Taste, where he deplores the extravagances of a debased
Baroque age (1756) responsible for
. . . our stucco'd walls, Mosaic floors,
Palladian windows, and Venetian doors;
Our Gothic fronts, whose Attic wings unfold
Fluted pilasters tipp'd with leaves of gold.
* Peter's especial literary quarrel was with William
Gifford (of The Baviad, etc.), whom he attempted to cane
(1800) in Wright's shop, Piccadilly. But it was Gifford
who eventually did the caning.